Petrifilm plates, spread using the provided tool, and incubated for 24 ± 2 h at 35 ± 1°C. Blue 23 colonies with a gas bubble were counted as E. coli. Statistical analysis was conducted as 24 described for the other microbial parameters. In addition, mean differences between E. coli 25 levels obtained using EPA Method 1603 and Petrifilm were compared using a paired t-test 26 (SigmaPlot v. 13.0, Systat Software, Inc.) . In cases where data did not pass a normality test
27
(Shapiro-Wilk), a Wilcoxon Signed Rank test was used. All differences were considered 28 significant at p < 0.05, unless otherwise noted. 
Results and Discussion

31
Overall, E. coli levels averaged 3.0 log 10 CFU/g dry litter for the Petrifilim method -trending 32 slightly lower than the mean EPA Method 1603 results, (Supplemental Table 1 Rank Test indicated that the two methods generated significantly different values. When the method variance was evaluated more closely for error and bias (Altman and Bland, 1983) , it was 42 observed that although the 95% confidence interval was ± 0.2 log 10 CFU/g litter there were 43 several samples which had substantially greater variation between the two methods ( Fig can performed more rapidly and inexpensively than many other methods; however, the method's 51 potential variability should be considered when using it in place of traditional methods that were 52 developed specifically for use with environmental samples. -log 10 CFU/g dry litter ---------------------CFU/g dry litter -------------------- 
